Citywide Council for District 75 @

400 First Avenue * Room 714 ¢ New York, New York 10010
Email: D75council@schools.nyc.gov e Office: 212-802-1542 o Fax: 718.752-7399
Executive Officers: Shamel Lawrence, Sr., President / Craig E. Spencer, Vice President /, ra Altman, Treasurer

The Resolution Read as Follows:

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the Citywide Council of Distric
commenting on educational policies affecting the r
report on how effectively the students with disa
recommendations to the city’s chancellor and to the
section 2590-b and Chancellor's Regulation D-150;

ote student achievement, advising and
disabilities population, issuing an annual
Program are served, and providing
). pursuant to NYS Education Law

those students: 13.2 percent of Ents a i age Learners/Multilingual (ELLs/MLLs), 20.2 percent are
students with disabilities, 72.8 ' [ antaged, race or ethnicity: 40.6 percent Hispanic, 25.5

Education Plan {'million students in the NYC Department of Education public school system with
26,000 studen

Individual with Disability Education Act (IDEA), as well as the Americans with
hts law protecting the discrimination on people of all ages with disabilities;

WHEREAS, District 75 is an intensive specialized school district comprising approximately 26,000 students with moderate
to severe physical, intellectual, developmental, and multiple disabilities;

WHEREAS, District 75 Citywide Program has 61 school organizations and hospitals in 380 school and medical buildings
in locations across all of the five boroughs of New York City and in Syosset, NY;

WHEREAS, the educational funding for District 75 students received is approximately $36,000 and more per student per
school year for the unique range and severity of disabilities they may have on their Individual Education Plans (IEPS);
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WHEREAS, under the laws of federal and states, Committee on Special Education (CSE) may determine a student’s
need either a 10-month or a 12-month program (July & August), also called “extended school year” (ESY) to their IEPS,
with New York State Education Department (NYSED) compliance, District 75 service all students in both programs: 10-
month & 12-month (Chapter 683);

WHEREAS, students who receive a 12-month special education service and/or program are provided a year-round basis,
accordance with NYS sections 200.6(k)(1) and 200.16(i)(3)(v)of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education whose
disabilities require a structured learning environment of up to 12-months duration to prev stantial regression. The
special service and/or program must operate for at least 30 school days during the mg, July and August, including
the legal holidays. If the program consists solely of related service(s), it must provid quency and duration specified
in the student’s |IEP;

WHEREAS, NYS Section 4410(5)(h) of Education Law and section 200. of the Commissioner
of Education require the IEP of a preschool student to include in its r ' ing the months of
July and August providing a statement of the reasons for such rec d/or regulation
relating to recommendations for July and August services for asons for the

recommendations for July and August services would need to [ arent prior written notice before the
end of the present school year;

WHEREAS, an IEP is developed for either a 10-mqs i r program with a focus on annual goals,
the student needs, written relating to areas of con ion. ervices provided in July and August
focus on annual goals of the previous school year. If @
and August, then the Committee on Special Education S student’s [EP accordingly. If the Committee
on Special Education (CSE) selects the.goa Jurig August program, they must document it

sent to the NYC Ci ing to 15% of all spectal education students in which schools are legally mandated
[ e Law, Article 81 (Sections 4001-4006) Education of Children Residing in

with only 78% of spe afibnstudents are receiving their recommended services, with 19% receiving partial services
and 2.5% receiving no S

WHEREAS, in early March due to the COVID-19 pandemic, NYS Governor Cuomo gave the liberty to thestate's 700
school districts to decide for themselves whether to remain open or closed. Nearly 80% of school districts decided to
close on their own, the governor shifted course and acted quickly to cancel all classroom instruction and school sessions
statewide and gave the directive for school districts to create plans for distance learning and the continuation of distributing
meals to students with free and/or reduced breakfast and lunch. On March 16, 2020, all NYC Department of Education
public & public charter school buildings were closed for all students; staff came in for the four days for professional
development and to prepare for the “Learn at Home” curriculum. On March 22, 2020 Governor Cuomo placed the state
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on “pause” by executive order. On March 23, 2020 remote learning began and affected 1,866 NYC schools, 1,126,501
million students including the 26,000 District 75 students and over 75,000 teachers. This overrides the NYC mayoral
control of NYC Department of Education public schools;

WHEREAS, the NYC Mayor’s Office and the NYC Department of Education have announced and promised to ship-out
approximately 300,000 requested tech devices to their public school families in order to conveniently transition to remote
learning via multiple online platforms, as an example: google classroom. All NYC public school students will have an
individual school account to access their individual plan for remote learning and the a to their schools’ google
classroom(s);

WHEREAS, these devices that are loaned by the NYC Department of Education s that students already own

connection to the DOE or the verbal communication a family may ' Ir child(ren) schools(s) and seeing the
end of April, 2020 (6 full weeks) leaving
thousands of students, including District 75 stude inue their academic success and/or their

supported related services, provided in their IEP;

WHEREAS, the State of New York has begun to see 3 of deaths and new cases of COVID-19, a
possibility of reopemng the educationalin « o stated, a decision on summer services

how special needs students willStransition | i and into the new norm, while considering the range of

regressions from lack of theragyia i i additional vision and hearing services and the decrease

WHEREAS by reins gChapter 683 for DiStrict 75 students, this will greatly help with minor to extreme
g and their families who have noticed obvious signs of lack in interest to make

into their daily sG
tices and social i

cluding bus transportation, teacher/ therapist in-person instructions,
actions with their peers adding-on the additional supports that may be necessary
ssessed returning back to school. Anticipation of more mental health services and
de social-emotional, trauma-and-crisis interventions, self-care, and wellness for
, and the communities;

mental health pro
students, teachers,

WHEREAS, the Citywide Council for District 75, through its standing Committee on Outreach (herein “the Committee”)
received information regarding significant issues and concerns around remote learning and the lack of delivery of service
for Speech Therapy (ST, Occupational Therapy (OT), Physical Therapy (PT), Vision Services (VS), Hearing Services
(HS), and/or counseling during the COVID-19 “executive order” school closure, which places District 75 students at
immediate risk to their mental and physical health, safety, and well-being;

WHEREAS, the committee created, formatted, approved, produced, shared, and disseminated a well-rounded survey
tailored to the District 75 community sent out to all parents in the five boroughs via email, sharing on council’s social
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media accounts, sharing with District 75 Presidents’ Council and PAs/PTAs, sharing with other CCECs, sharing with other
advocacy groups and community board organizations, and sharing within the District school communities;

WHEREAS, the committee’s data exhibited: (updated on 5/18/20, into week 9 of RL) 89.8% of 100% (246/277 parent
responses) child has received related services in school and/or remotely on a regular basis before the school closure;
62.1% of 100% (172/277 parent responses) has personal device and 35.7% of 100% (99/277 parent responses) the

NYC DOE has loaned a device to the student; 73.1% of 100% (201/277 parent responses) student has received a work
packet from school before the school closure; 77.6% of 100% (215/277 parent responses) student is logged on to their
school account; 95.3% of 100% (264/277 parent responses) student has a google class and 56.4% (150) related
service(s) has helped the student, 20.3% (54) related service(s) has not helped the t, and 23.3% (62) not sure.
The remaining data can be referenced on the committee’s survey responses fro rents of District 75, (attached
hereto as Exhibit -);

WHEREAS, the statistics collectively exhibited: (updated on 5/18/20, in
a general improvement in their child, 43.1% (118) parents have seen
parents are unsure if improvement exists in their child during r

k 9 of RL) 25.
eral improvement in t
earnlng, 39.3% (108) par

parents have seen
ild, and 31% (85)
ve noticed a
d 24.7% (68)
parents are unsure if the regression phase has begun for their ¢ arents selected 5 (very concerned)
on a scale of 1 to 5 and 28.5% (79) parents selected 3 (moderatel on a scale of 1 to 5 for how concerned

10-month or 12-month District 75
committee’s survey are exhibited

month self-contained classroom, and 47 parents |
Inclusion Program. The measures of concern these 2

only one parent to work with the child and the other has to go back to work.
egressed in his handwriting, his attention span, and behavior. The work load

‘I there is a B i IS it i ote learning it has been beneficial in the sense | can see first had my child's
C gfSiand therapist, | personally have a better understanding of what he is excelling at

and subjects were

guidance at home so he

District 75 parent

ack for meeting his goals. Teachers and Therapists have been great and informative.”-

“l am sad to say that | don’t know much about my son's IEP. | should be more knowledgeable about what is going on with
my child's education. Its just hard for me to do as | have various medical conditions that are hard to maintain without the
proper medical treatment. Also, | have no idea how to use the device that is on loan from the D.O.E. I'm currently having
my child still use my laptop to do his work when | can help to educate him.”-District 75 parent




WHEREAS, the committee has invited Mr. Ketler Louissaint, Superintendent of District 75 and his district team to its
committee public meetings to hear direct concerns and the questions of parents who are struggling to find whom may
help them with their challenges and positive feedbacks from those parents that have great support from their school
communities during this unprecedented time of COVID-19;

WHEREAS, the committee hosted a public webinar on May 11, 2020 topic: “Regression in Students with Disabilities,
conducted an inquiry regarding regression to clinicians, to wit: a board certified neurologist, a doctor of physical therapy
(PT), a doctor of clinical psychologist, a licensed occupational therapist(ST), and a licensed speech therapist/speech-
language pathologist ST/SLP), (herein, the “Panelists”);

WHEREAS, said panelist, all attending their opinions within a reasonable degre
professions, that hands-on therapy must resume, either in school or in-home, utili
to prevent a potential “irreversible” regression;

rtainty within their respective
andemic protocols, in order

WHEREAS, said panelist, Gershon Ney, MD, who stated that the rate ion in chi isability population
is significant and fast, if prolonging to do little of nothing can be diffi impact towards

WHEREAS, said panelist, Rita Levey, OT Director, REDDY-CAR disabilities are dependent on routine.”
Many services for students with disabilities have no online (remote lea stitute. R. Levey has transitioned to tele-
therapy, since in-person sessions with her students “They’re also dependent on individual

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, M [ Basio and Chancellor Carranza announced the summer
learning plan for approxima g )

academic support for studen
NYC Department of Education
for students who in j , but could receive additional help to prepare for the next school year. The

Students in g Vill attend summer learning via remote instruction from July 13 to August 18. Students
will engage four'd@y$’a week, receiving ELA and/or math support via live or pre-recorded instruction, self-paced
activities, and small group and 1:1 check-ins. Grade 8 students may attend summer learning in math, ELA,
social studies, and/or science, as proficiency in those subjects is contingent on beginning high school.

e Students in grades 9-12 who have a Course in Progress, or who need to retake a course they failed in a prior
term, will participate in remote instruction from July 13 to August 21. Students will engage five days a week for
six weeks in subjects they did not pass. They will have individual check-ins with teachers, guidance counselors
and/or social workers.”-NYC Department of Education




The Citywide Council for District 75 hereby puts forth the following:

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, the Citywide Council for District 75 propose “alternative distance learning plans in a child’s
IEP” under the current official emergency procedure with the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) interim
guidance for administrators; of NYC public school closure due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, this proposal for an “alternative distance learning” would greatly assist the most vulnerable
students in our community, to prevent any further significant possible irreversible regressions, and depressions; to regain
the improvements that have been made in the past months before NYC schools had to ¢ e to COVID-19. Parents
have the right to choose scaling on their comfort level determined by their child’s he edical severity, safety, and
wellbeing.

optional fairness of District 75 application of Chapter 683. Parents/Gu
option to opt-out if they choose not to participate in July and August f

(s) may have the
ity that has been

will be acceptable for parents/guardians that have not felt remo
have the option to request some sort of in-person session to
special education and related service

curriculum-based instructional activities in person at a Regional En t Center (REC) or give families RSA(s)
Rehabilitation Services Administration) to seek outg i viders to service Speech Therapy (ST),
Occupational Therapy (OT), Physical Therapy (PT arent/guardian the option to request
the continuation of their child’s 12-month service anc on arrangement to continue those
annual goals and possibly to reassess those goals to ent Capability due to any regression that

any regression and to limitan : Of in-person interaction instructional support and services,
possibly also the addition to the device, assistiveechnology, and/or technology skills, and/or other restricted
factors within thg pased remote instruction.

LETIT C or “half-days” can ensure social distancing. All of District 75 programs
are smé S 11, 851, 12;1;1, and 12;1;4 and typically 12-month program Inclusion students
are joined N SIS possible realistic solution.

LET IT BE RE izing indoor classroom usage, and allowing more outdoor activities, weather

al distancing. These feasible social distance activities can include but not limited to:
yoga, dance, obstacle courses, playing “Simon says” or other “non-close contact’ games.
before and afterwards and sterilizing all used equipment or toys daily.

sprinklers, nature walks'e
while ensuring washing ha

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, The Citywide Council for District 75 propose The NYC Department of Education offer
RSA(s) Rehabilitation Services Administration) to parents of District 75 students the opportunity to seek outside
community or private providers to service Speech Therapy (ST), Occupational Therapy (OT), Physical Therapy (PT),
and/or counseling whom may be open; these providers are essential workers who can provide support and services to
the communities of individuals with disabilities immediately. An executive order can be issued to expedite billing to the
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NYS Medicaid Office or the family’s private insurance for the student and the parent to be transported to and from on-site
therapy (ex: Access-A-Ride). Or a reimbursement in travel expenses.

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, The Citywide Council for District 75 propose The NYC Department of Education to service
“‘at-home” related service therap(ies) with the guidance of the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) public
safety COVID-19 procedure; proper medical face masks, PPE, medical gloves, and social distance guide of 6 feet apart.
Any appropriate supplies or assistive technology required to service “at-home” therapy be provided by the NYC
Department of Education and/or New York State Education Department. “At-home” related service therap(ies) can be
arranged by choice of scheduling flexibility between the parent and the service provider.

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, all of the proposed recommendations made by tywide Council for District 75
“alternative distance learning plans in a child’s IEP” are within the utmost priority, of Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC) safety protocols: a face-mask or any cloth face-covering i i times, appropriate body-
distance if possible, washing hands before and afterwards and sterilizing/diginfecti ment and/or toys after
“‘Executive Order”
issued by Governor Cuomo |nd|V|duaIs (chlldren) with medical con i imi hma, breathing
ral conditions

wear face masks or any cloth face coverings at all times as much
than: eating, drinking, and talking during therapies while complying wit
Any modeling or repetition necessary for the studenide

uding on-site service for hours) other
department wellness & safety protocols.

LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, online “remote learni rnate days when students are not
in the physical classroom or in a physical in-person t ssroom and attendance, This will
keep the consistency with the student’s academic educ es would resume in person unless the

LET IT BE RESOLVED THA 5 students can have their IEP re-evaluated and adjusted
based on new or additiona dditional services and/or support. The evaluation and
referral from the Committee ‘@R Speci S pe considered accordingly to process and timeframe,

therefore, the need of the stude ¢ ool year 2020-2021, either September when in-person
classroom acadegai ' ; or “Learn at Home” remote learning continues till New York City Department of

LASTLY, ide Council for District 75 calls for all school bus routes that service the
District hav s paras/matrons, and IEP 1:1 bus nurses receive certification they were properly
tested for the cOtORavi ingdHo recognize and/or assist in resolving traumatic behaviors associated with COVID-

rn to duty once NYC school buildings reopen. In addition, all District 75 teachers

order to be fully prepared [0 recognize, identify, and assist in the struggles students may face in returning to the new
adjusted school practices. This should include but not be limited to a variety of coping mechanisms to teach in their
classrooms. These efforts will increase parents’ confidence and strengthen their resolve towards sending their child(ren)
back to a clean and safe learning environment once schools re-open.
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The Citywide Council for District 75, During the Calendar
Wednesday, May 20, 2020 UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED and R
(5.20.20).

Calendar Meeting) held on
ESOLUTION CCD75 (19-21)(1)



