
 

 

 Citywide Council for District 75 
MINUTES  

CALENDAR MEETING 
 

Date: September 12, 2018   Time: 6:30 PM – 9:00PM       Location: P.S. 94M, 12 Spruce Street 
                     New York, NY 10007                                                                                                             

MEETING CALLED BY John Camacho, President 

FACILITATOR  John Camacho, President  

TIME KEEPER  Latisha Corbett, Treasurer 

ROLL CALL & NOTE 
TAKER 

Diane McNeil, PPA & Recording Secretary  

ATTENDEES 

Nosheen Kanwal, Council Member, Present, John Camacho, President, Present, Hasan Sonny Dibra, Council 
Member, Excused, Diane McNeil, PAA/Recording Secretary, Present, Armando Perez, Council Member, 
Present, Craig E. Spencer, Council Member, Present, Amy Ming Tsai, Council Member, Present,  
Latisha Corbett, Treasurer, Present, Tiffany Lawson, Council Member, Present 

MEETING START Start: 6: 30 pm  Adjourn: 9:00 pm   

 

Minutes 
 

Agenda Item: Presidents Report               Presenter: John Camacho, President  
 
 Mr. Camacho introduced the council members and provided the attendees with a h istorical reference how children with 

disabilities were treated and discarded before laws were enacted and the development of a District that would focus on the 
needs of children with learning and physical disabilities. The formation of District 75 within the NYC Public School System 
would be the catalyst put forth to educate the needs of our children.     
   

Agenda Item: Report of the Chancellor             Presenter: Richard A. Carranza, Chancellor  
 
 The Chancellor thanked everyone, the staff from PS 94 and PS 937 and Principals , Assistant Principals Superintendent 

Louissant of District 75 for his leadership. The Chancellor also thanked Jesse Mojica and Mr. Pierre -Louis of FACE for their 
help and work with the Town Hall. He also mentioned the Executive Superintendents in attendance, Tim Lisante and Mr. 
Pendergrass as well as Chief Academic Officer, Dr. Linda Chen.   
 
The Chancellor stated he had to confess when he was asked by the Mayor to become the Chancellor in NYC, he accepted the 
Mayors invitation and started to do his due diligence before he started on October 2nd. He was a little susceptible what 
District 75 was.  In his 30 years as a teacher, principal, central office administrator and later a superintendent, he has worked 
diligently throughout his thirty years too always create a system in which students with disabilities are always placed in the 
lease-restricted environment. The least restricted environment has always be in a general education classroom with the 
support students needed to be successful in the general education classroom. When he looked at the organization and the 
organizational chart, he said District 75 is a Special Education District he was a little mortified and que stioned what are we 
doing. Are we segregating our students with disabilities and what’s it all about and he had many questions but his fears and 
concerns were removed after spending a day and a half exclusively at District 75. The Chancellor visitied a number of schools 
and met with principals, assistant principals that was enlightening and differential teaching he has ever seen in his career. He 
mentioned he has worked in five different states and in five different schools systems  however, the most enlighten 
differentiation of instructions he saw was in District 75 schools. The most incredible  leadership he saw in terms of creating 
systems, creating support structures that he has ever seen and under the leadership of the assistant principals, principals, at 
District 75  not the least  which is leadership we have with the Superintendent Louissaint as well. Being at District 75, kno wing 
our students you got it going on at D75. That being said, the chancellor continued, we have a lot of work to do and if you look 
across the country and especially in NYC are we doing all we can do to meet the needs of the students with disabilities… the 
answer is very transparent and a very honest no. We are not yet serving fully all of our students with disabilities. If you ask me 
the question have, we started the school year flawlessly with example of transportation/OPT with children with disabilities. 
Chancellor Carranza mentioned you think because I do not respond to your tweet that I am not paying attention. He informed  
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the attendees he does not do tweet communication and its silly cause you spend all day doing that.  He mentioned his ear is 
to the ground, the pulse of what is happening in the District. He mentioned again, there is incredible leadership team in our 
superintendent, principals, and executive superintendents. The Chancellor stated, he will tell you, that if one child starts the 
school year without the transportation that they need, it’s been memorized in an IEP and what a child starts the school year 
without that its one child too many.   
 
 
 
 
The Chancellor mentioned the goal is not to continue with the status quo that takes a few weeks for it to get worked out … 
No!, for the next school year we are starting now to resolve the issues now. The expectations have been firmly laid in the 
organization that we will start next year flawlessly on the first day. The Chancellor continued to reassure the attendees of his 
expectations and began the question and answer session.  

 
 

ACTIONS:  

 VOTES  Motion made  Voice –Vote Tally 

No Actions   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
P.2 


